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and Commons in this preſent Parliament 


T O the Kings moſt Excellent Miaieſty,the Lords Spirituall and Temporall, 
G Tay aſſembled, oo 


_The humble Petition of Thomas Stanley, 
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| hh great grieuance preſented vnto your Maieſty and this moſt honorable high Court of Parliament is for the relicfeof the poore,miſe« 
rable,ſieke,fore and diſtreſſed members of Chriſt Icſus which now doe troupe and (warme in and about the Citie of London as former! 
ages were never acquainted; withbeſides a number of lewde and idle people reſorting to this Citie, which liue by cheating, lifting and ſtea- 
ling, and makea pray of Citizens goods.as is too well knowne,and grieuouſly felt Londen (dread Soueraigne )is as the rneanc Ocean whi-| 
ther theſelewde peoplereſort vnto y and Mddelfx and Swrrey are as two armes of the Ocean feeding the ſame, for remedying which miſ-! 
chicfes and inconuenience. There was by the Henourable Citie of London in the yeere of our Lord God, 1 552. a deuiſe made for reliefeof 
all thepoore, the ſturdy vacabond, the ydle beggar, and ſuch priſoners as were quitat the Seſſions as were within the (aid Citie: and they 
found three manner of poore that were to beprouided for, | 


' 


« The fatherleſſe, or poore mans _ 1, The wyounded Sou'dier,or 
And each of ors I, The Rioter, 


l 
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| 1. By im1potency child, bunt perſe , 

| n.Ceſualty, theſe Heys By im potency» 2, The maymed,blind,or lame, > By caſualty \, 2. The deeayed Houſeholder, C, By vnthrif $1 The V acatound, | 
| 3- By unthriſtines, ( cv14e@ mts 3. The leaper, be vubich bad the 3. The perſon viſited vvich QC *ielſe, C3 The jdle perſon, | 
| .* three nds falling-ſchnes, the plague. | 


For thereliefe of all theſe nine feucrall ſorts of poore, faire houſes were founded and given tothe Lord Maior, Citizens and Comminalty! 
of the Citicof London, with greatlands and reucnwes thereto belonging by Religious Kings, your Maieſtics Progenitors. 
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1. Chriſts Hoſpitall. 
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Was prouided for the poore fatherleſle child that he mightbe harboured, clothed fed, taught,and vertuouſly brought vp. 
1 


2. JaintT, homas Hoſpitall. 


| Was pzonided for the miſcrable aged,ſ(ore and ſicke perſons, and the fame to harbour,and by Phy ſicke and Surgery to cure, 
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S Bridewcil Hoſpitall. 


| 
' Waspronided to be a houſe of Occupations,whercin as well the child, when he is brought vp,and growneto yeeres, and found vnaprto | 
I no honeſt perſon deſireth or would hauc his ſeruice,may there be exerciſed or occupied ; as alſo the ſore, and ficke when they | 
e cured in St. Thomas Hoſpitall, may not be ſuffered to wander in the Common-wealth as they hane beene accuſtomed : but ſhall in Bridz-. 
[{ be ſet on worke and there exerciſed and not be ſet at liberty , and froma ſicke Begger make a whole Thiefe. And to theſe ſhould bee 
roughtthe ſturdy and ydle, and ſuch perſons as are quit at the Scſsions, that there they may be ſetto labour, | 


| King Zdvardthe fixtlikewife gaueto the ſaid Hoſpitall of Bridewel! , all the implements and houſchold-ſtuffe of the ſaid Houſe of Bride | 
ell, and all manner of houfeholdſtuffe vtenſals and neceſſaries which did belong to the Hoſpitall of the Sauoy being of great value, and 

fourc hundred & fifticpounds by the yeere, The ſame time was giuen to Bridewell & $. Thomas Hoſpitall,now worth as is ſuppoſed, yearcly | 
fourc thouſand —_ , and beſides great Lands and Legacies oucr and aboue the ſaide Kings Grant, haue beene and are given with the | 
Rents of the Houſe of Bridovell as now they make it ſeauen orcight hundred pound by the yecreas ſhall be proucd. | 


| Somereaſons moned the Petitioner to exhibitethis information : firſt, whatſocner is done to or for the Poore,the Lame, the Widow,and 
\Fatherleſle, is done to Chriſt himſelfe,and hee is able and will repay it: beſides the Petitioner bcing of great age, and ſmall time to continue 
{inthis world, having all the Motines and Cauſes of the true diſcouery of the Foundation of Bridewe/ldelivered vnto him by thatReverend | 
| deceaſcd great Patriot of his Country,the Lord Chieſe-Iuſtice Popham commannding the Petitioner if he lined vntill a Parliament he ſhould | 
exhibite them tocheſaid houſe,for that he covIdthinke of no aſſured way bur by Parliamentrightly to eſtabliſh the two Hoſpitals of Bride. | 
well and St. Thomas in Serthwarke, that thoſe great Lands, ſummes of meney, and other charitable Legacies giuen to the ſaid two Houſes. | 
' May be imployed according as it was intended by the firſt Foundations and Doners thereof, So hauing done my duty as farre as in me ly- 
eth. Firſt, toGod,to my Princeand Country,and to that Honourable deceaſed Perſen, In all ſubmiſsion I leauc the reſt to your High Maie- | 
Nie, and grauec, great and moſt Nobic conſideration of this Honourable Parliament, daily. praying God to moouctheir hearts (among | 
the great and waighty affaires of this Kingdoweto take compaſsion ot the poore, and reftifie thele Hoſpi tals, and that your moſt excellent: 
| Maiefty will Eye the poore Creatures with compaſsion. And bee ynto them as that good King your Grandfather was to his Subic&s the. 


(Hoore mansKing. | 


